Our Wellington

The City Council s restoration of
the former Owhiro Bay Quarry
has been recognised with an
important environmental

award.

The Courell has won the Agaregate and Quamy
Assoclaion s 2005 Mimico Environmental
Excellenes Award. It recognises the massive
transformation of the site o the aix years sinee
quarrylng ceased,

The quarry apsrated for nearly-20 years and
provided hogs ameunts of rock and beach
pravel fior Wellington s corstru ciion indusry
However, the quarry operatons could not
carry on foreger, both from an economic and
environmental polm af vew. The quarry was
exacting a majer toll anthis populas siretch
of coastline

The improvements have been ongoing snes
the Council parchased the fomer quarry sl
from Milburn in 1999, The Councll was
responding 1o growing community pressura
to close the oparaton, which was lterally a
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scar on the South Coast. Now with the new
Improgemenis, 11 1s staring w lock rght again.

The £500,000 rehabilieaton of the mgged sreich
of the South Coast bas Inwelved the shifting
ard recontouring of an stimated 300,000 cobie
metres of overburden, tallings and soll;

feralviow of e new and impeved eesling,

s ve planting of coasial nadve plan species,
redlignment of a eoasial wack and the resioradon
of the Haps Stream, which rurs through the sire.

Some nesw comers may find if difficult o compars
this part of the coast now, against what It was
ik bsafiope the quarry clesure. Mawire Incrassingy

has a feathald and the landscape 1 baginning o
thrbe.

Some of the majar benedis of the profect have
included the resworation of the Hape Stream,
allowing eals and whitebalt to return. The
enthusiasile invelvement of schools and
communliy groups, whe are contnuing o plan
thi old quarry shopes with hardy native vagelation, :
will add to the quarry s natural groweh and 4 mEN i
development.

Wik nw snjy a mam ) evinmsnE
The $500,000 rehabilitation of the rugged stretch of the
South Coast has involved ... extensive planting of coastal
native plant species, realignment of a coastal track and
the restoration of the Hape Stream.

Flus, the restriction of vehieles allows recreational
isers to walk the rugged coaa line without having
i dodps cars.

winning the award 15 a graat achlevement for
the Counctl and the community, says Council
Ouarry Manager Brian Bouzald — whio has led the
restoration project. It s a tribate o very hard
work by many Councll staffl and communiiy
volunteers over the past few years. It s now 3
pleasure to v this place.

Trs planling s czsnlial bo e (usmy = confinuing dovckp menl.



