
 

 

 

date 

Minister for Workplace Relations and Safety 

Parliament Bldgs 

WELLINGTON 

michael.woodhouse@ministers.govt.nz;  

 

cc Prime Minister Rt Hon John Key 

 

Dear Minister 

RE: The 2013 Mining Regulations 

MinEx is the NZ mining and quarrying sector’s Health and Safety Council. MinEx is run out of the 

Straterra office, and the MinEx Board comprises representatives from mining, quarries, unions and 

tunnelling.  

The purpose of this letter is to: 

1. Present the case for the Quarry sector to be covered by the 2013 Regulations now and not at 

some future date – and to ask why there is any impediment to this outcome, if indeed there 

is; 

2. Remind the Minister that when the Pike River Implementation Team was established (within 

MBIE), and industry committed to do all in its power to work with the PRIT to meet the 

unprecedented time frames imposed on the development and introduction of the 2013 

Mining Regulations, we did so on the clear understanding that there was a commitment 

from Government to correct and change operational and drafting errors in the Regulations 

in a timely manner. It was acknowledged that these sorts of errors were inevitable given the 

speed at which the Regulations were written.  

Addressing the first point, and to recap, when the 2013 Regulations for Mining were brought in, 

there was debate, including at Cabinet level, about whether these regulations should cover the 

Quarry sector. The debate rested on the argument about the difference between a mine and a 

quarry, but the demanding time frames imposed by Government post the Pike River Royal 

Commission recommendations were also a factor. Some factions argued that the differences 

between mines and quarries were so significant that it would be inappropriate for regulations 

developed for mining to also cover quarries. 

This is not a view shared by MinEx. 

That fact is that the 2013 Regulations cover underground and opencast coal mining, underground 

and opencast gold mining, and other mining activities, including tunnelling. There are very significant 

differences between all these activities and the 2013 Regulations cater, subject to some changes 

(refer to the second purpose above), to all these activities and differences between them. 

Technical representatives of the Mining and Quarry sectors have reviewed the 2013 Regulations and 

have identified five changes that would be required to allow these regulations to cover the Quarry 

sector. 
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The point is: most activities in a quarry and in an opencast mine are common, and providing due 

consideration is given to the changes and additions identified by industry, hould be applied to the 

Quarry sector. 

To be clear, we have argued this position for some time now, as evidenced by the work done to 

identify fit-for-purpose requirements for the Quarry sector. The latest fatality at the limestone 

quarry in North Canterbury simply adds weight to these arguments. 

As to the second purpose of this letter, there are a number of corrections required to enable the 

2013 Regulations to work as intended. Some of these are simple typos, or the inadvertent inclusion 

of a single word; others are a result of the experience both WorkSafe and the operators now have in 

working under these Regulations. Certainly Worksafe and MinEx can provide a list of the changes we 

have agreed are necessary and we have submitted on these in the latest round of consultation. 

On both these issues, our objective is simple - we want safer workplaces. 

These are important issues, and we in industry, and Government, must show leadership to improve 

our safety performance. 

I trust this letter assists that process and I look forward to working with you, and WorkSafe, to make 

our work places safer. 

I have included MinEx’s press release post the North Canterbury fatality for your information. 

Regards, 

 

 

Chris Baker 

Chair, MinEx 

CEO Straterra 


