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Environment Court ruling gives nod to
Winstone’s housing, parkland project
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by Anne Gibson

The vast Winstone quarry at Three
Kings can be filled in and used for
hundreds of new houses, parkland and
commercial premises.

The Environment Court has
allowed for development in an interim
d(ii:ision on the 15.1ha site off Mt Eden
Rd.

Winstone Aggregates and competi-
tor }?.nvirowaste Services took the case
against Auckland Council over its pre-
decessor bodies’ issue with the type of
material that could be used as landfill.

The councils granted consent, sub-
ject to conditions, to control contam-
inants to protect the groundwater.

Community and environmental
groups opposed Winstone, worried
about the possible threat of contami-
nation of the water aquifers under-
neath the quarry site.

The community was also worried
about noise, dust, traffic and land sub-
sidence.

The main issue for Envirowaste
was whether the site was to be clean-
filled or general-filled.

The Environment Court said
Winstone intended to source all the fill
material from the Auckland area, most
likely from roadworks and develop-
ment sites.

The council should also be able to
take sample tests of the fill being used
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and Winstone would have to pay for
those samples, the court said. Random
audits could also be carried out.

Bernie Chote, Winstone Aggregates
general manager, said the decision
made only minor changes to conditions
and was consistent with previous rul-
ings from the two councils.

The Environment Court concluded
that Winstone’s bid would avoid
“adverse effects on human health and
the environment” by using cleanfill
materials.

“To provide a very high level of
assurance in respect of existing
drinking water quality beneath the
site, conditions avoid any potential
adverse effects and give a very high
level of confidence that there will be no
effect on human health or the environ-
ment from granting the consent.”

Mr Chote said Winstone could now
create an exira 15ha of usable land in
the next eight to 12 years.

He pointed out that the Environ-
ment Court believed a crucial benefit of
the project was that the construction
industry and quarry owners could use
the site but also provide a scarce urban
resource — developed land.




