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Welcome to spring and hopefully
some dry warmer weather! With
summer approaching it should mean
full order books and crushers and
screens ready and waiting for a surge
of activity, but I believe work loads are
patchy throughout the country with
little work out there to price. So
hopefully where ever you are in the
country your work load is good and
you are healthy and happy in your
work.
Our new Vice President is Gordon Laing with Warwick Leach moving
to the Past President‟s role. We have a new member to the executive
Chris Sinclair, welcome to Chris who works at Wharehine Quarry. He
is part of the resurgence of the Northland Branch of the IOQ; they are
getting great support in the far north. If the branches are strong and
active, then the IOQ is successful and we can only keep growing, by
support at branch level.
Our 43rd Annual conference in Rotorua has again been a great
success. Credit must go to the Waikato Bay Branch and especially
Dean Torstonson, conference Chairman and his team, along with
Adrian for organising a superb event.

Having been part of an organising committee,
(as many of our members have), there are
many hours put in behind the scenes to allow
members from all over the country to come and
enjoy a great three days of “quarrying” and
catching up with old friends and meeting new
ones. One of the many highlights this year was
the presentation by our keynote speaker Jim
O‟Brien, President of the European Aggregates
Association. The 3 billion tonnes they produce
a year is a huge number, although their tonnes
per person figures are similar to here in NZ,
they face the same threats and opportunities as
NZ quarryman with an aging work force, health
& safety legislation and security of resources.
(Visit our IOQ web page to hear a recorded
interview with Jim that was aired on Radio NZ).
The other highlight was the visit to Swap‟s
Waotu Quarry, although the bus trip was long
and the weather wasn‟t that great, a visit to
someone else‟s quarry is what we as
quarryman are about. The Swap boys put on a
great field trip and had gone to a lot of effort
along with a number of suppliers and I would
personally like to thank them.


To our IOQ Award winners congratulations and
well done (see attached list). The awards hold
great prestige and in many cases opportunities.
In August I travelled to Australia for eight days
visiting hard rock quarries in Victoria, South
Australia and Tasmania, this was only made
possible by being a member of the IOQ and the
very generous $5000 sponsorship by Rocktec
from their Innovation Award. A full copy of my
report can be found on the IOQ web site.
Gough‟s also provide a travel Award of $3500.
So remember these are annual awards, check
the web page for next year. To all our award
sponsors thank you and without your long
standing support the IOQ wouldn‟t be the
success it is.
The executive is working hard to best represent
you our members with work continuing on the
history book [a number of participants have
been
interviewed],
the
IOQ
website,
representation on EXITO & MinEx boards and
of course organisation of next year‟s conference
11-13 July in Wellington. This year we are also
hosting the Jim Macdonald Memorial lecture
sponsored by Metso (thanks to Metso). David
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Hood FIEAust CPEng FIPENZ FISEAM,
National Deputy President, Engineers Australia
will be presenting the lecture this year. A
programme of lectures has been set –
Christchurch Monday 7 Nov, Dunedin Tuesday
8 Nov, Matamata Wednesday 9 Nov, Auckland
Thursday 10 Nov and Northland Friday 11 Nov.
Over the next few weeks you should hear from
branch secretaries regarding the time and
venue in your area.

Programme, updating Codes of Practise and
work on Certificates of Competence and they
continue to be a source of information on
reporting of safety alerts.

I would like to thank Tim Kennedy for his
service on the EXITO, Extractives Sector
Advisory Group. Tim has left NZ to greener
pastures on the other side of the ditch, and has
been replaced on the SAG by Andrew Royfee,
Fulton Hogan Ltd, Quarry Manager in
Christchurch. Over the past month EXITO have
been meeting with companies and individuals to
inform of the new service models they have
developed to best meet the needs of trainees
and companies. There are three levels of
service; Full, Shared and Self service. If you
have not had a meeting yet with you local
EXITO representative, contact EXITO and they
will be more than happy to discuss which option
will best met your particular requirements.

Well that‟s it for now, remember this is our
newsletter and if you have an interesting story,
then it will probably be of interest to all our
members. Contact Christine if you would like to
contribute to the newsletter. Take note of the
names on the banner down the side of each
page of the newsletter as these companies
support us as „Friends of the
IOQ‟ so please support them.
The Institute
Our web site is an important
part of our communication to
of Quarrying
you so please visit the site if
NZ Inc
you want to know what‟s going
acknowledges
on in the Institute or in our
with gratitude
history section what has
sponsorship and
already happened.

Warwick Leach is on the board of MinEx and
they continue to liaise with the Department of
Labour on a number of issues including
development of a Mining Guidance work

Take care,
Gavin Hartley
IOQ NZ President

We now have in stock a number of the IOQ UK
quarry books for purchase; six different titles
and they are excellent source of information for
existing operations or if you are planning on
extending your operation. Please see the order
form that will be posted on our web page.

support from the
following
companies:

The IOQ NZ Inc has obtained a useful range of Technical Books [from the Institute
of Quarrying UK] which are available for you to purchase:
Crushing & Screening

$ 75.00 each

Explosives in Quarrying

$ 90.00 each

Asphalt Production

$ 90.00 each

Environmental Management

$ 90.00 each

Health & Safety Law in Quarries

$ 65.00 each

Sand & Gravel Production

$ 90.00 each

Packaging & Postage

$ 9.00 per book

Anyone interested in purchasing a book[s] please contact Gordon Laing, email
gwlaing@hotmail.com or use the order form on the website www.ioqnz.co.nz.
2011 JIM MACDONALD MEMORIAL LECTURE TOUR

GUEST SPEAKER DAVID HOOD
Sponsored by Metso Minerals

REMINDER – put the date in your diary!



Christchurch

7 November 2011

Dunedin

8 November 2011

Matamata

9 November 2011

Auckland

10 November 2011

Northland

11 November 2011
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Expressions of Interest for presentations to the
44th QuarryNZ Conference
CHALLENGES – Past, Present & Future
11-13 July 2012 Wellington
The theme of the combined Institute of Quarrying and Aggregate and Quarry Association
2012 QuarryNZ Conference in Wellington reflects the ongoing Challenges our Industry
faces not only the New Zealand but also worldwide.
Conference organisers invite expressions of interest from presenters who consider their
topic would contribute to the conference theme. Preference will be given to papers
focused on the conference theme:
 Addressing the imperatives such as the right people, a safe workplace, insurance
and the environment.
 Continuing to make our operations competitive and efficient.
 Overcoming the hurdles associated with transportation, finance, regulatory and
resource management Act.
 Sizing the opportunity of recycling, technical innovation, information technology and
products.
The Audience
The delegates at this conference tend to be predominantly male, and in the main active
and practical people who are very proud of the work they do and the achievements they
make.
They are often interested in interacting with the presenter and appreciate an opportunity
to question and discuss the topic. Speakers may need to draw the initial question, taking
time to allow the question and answer time to develop.
The audience size is expected to be in the vicinity of 250 – 300.
Speaking Time
Approximately 30 minutes, but this can be negotiated and will include question time.
Requirements
Should you become a conference presenter, an abstract of your presentation and a
personal biography would be required by mid March 2012.
Your expression of interest must be received by 18 November 2011 and should include:
your proposed presentation topic
a descriptive paragraph (no more than 1/3 of a page), about the person delivering
the paper, their background, experience and qualifications and if relevant,
information on the organisation they are representing.
Please email to Brian Bouzaid: brian.bouzaid@holcim.com Contact: +64 21 911 403.
Conference organisers will be very pleased to receive your proposal, and will be in
contact with you within one month.
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IOQ BRANCH REPORTS
AUCKLAND BRANCH SUPPLIER EVENING WITH SKF & BRIDGESTONE - by Chris Gray
On 14th June ‘11 the Auckland Branch held their suppliers evening. This year it was hosted by
SKF New Zealand Ltd at their facilities in East Tamaki. Gary Allen, SKF National Sales Manager,
got things underway with an introduction to SKF and their products specifically designed for the
quarrying / mining industry. SKF is 104 yrs old this year, and were established in New Zealand in
1927. They currently have 76 staff across eight branches. With a network of five distributors and
sixty resellers SKF can provide nationwide coverage. With recent acquisitions SKF now offer far
more than just bearings. SKF has a comprehensive range of seals, power transmissions and
lubrication solutions.
Gary explained that bearings fail for numerous reasons; 14% contamination; 34% fatigue, 16%
fitting and 36% lubrication. SKF through its products and services can reduce premature failure
significantly through expertise, training, lubrication solutions, products like the Explorer bearings
for screens and through cost effective monitoring with its copperhead monitoring system. Gary
then handed over to Mike Theyers OTR Sales Manager from Bridgestone NZ.
Mike started his presentation with a warning to the industry “There is a growing shortage,
globally, for off highway tyres”. Demand for tyres from Australia, China and Asia is driving the
shortage. Bridgestone has opened the third stage of its plant development early in Japan to try
and address some of the issues. Regardless of this, it is vital that quarry operators start for
forecast
six
months
out
what
their
tyre
requirements
will
be.
The cost of tyres is starting to rise again. A wet season has caused global shortage of rubber out
of Malaysia. Prices for natural rubber have gone from USD$168/ Kg in 2009, peaked at
USD$660/ kg, and is currently sitting just below USD$500/ Kg. Price increases are expected to
continue. Mike introduced the Bridgestone tyre range and made everyone aware that Bias ply
D-Lug tyres will no longer be available after 2013. Bridgestone have a radial alternative to its
Bias ply tyres. He then went on to stress the importance of regular tyre maintenance to ensure
full service life from your tyres. With the looming tyre shortages haul road maintenance and
correct tyre pressures are critical, and warned “When tyres hit rocks – Trucks will go on blocks”.
Many thanks again to SKF for hosting the IOQ Branch meeting and supplying refreshments.

Otago Southland Branch Field Trip to Clyde – by Phil Boult
Otago/ Southland branch got together for our field trip on Saturday 20th August after two weeks
of snow and rain as it turned out we got lucky with the weather to enjoy a fantastic central
Otago day. Members travelled from Invercargill, Dunedin and Oamaru to meet up at Road
metals Quarry at Clyde where we were joined by members of the Central Otago Lakes
Contractors Association for a coffee and a catch up before when headed off to the Clyde Dam
where we were hosted by Clayton Andrews of Contact Energy.
The Clyde Dam is the
largest concrete gravity
dam in New Zealand
consisting
of
one
million cubic metres of
concrete. Its height is
100 metres, width at
base is 70 metres,
width at crest 10
metres and length at
crest 490 metres. The
power station has a
capacity of four 120
MW (for a total of 480
MW), but is only
allowed to run 432 MW due to resource consent conditions.
Website: www.ioqnz.co.nz
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The tour of the Dam was most interesting as many of our group had been involved in some part
of the construction of the Clyde project but very few had been inside the structure since it was
commissioned in 1994. Gate test on the spillway was a highlight.
We then went back to Road Metals for BBQ Lunch cooked by Nigel from Porter Hire.
Next stop was to visit the Earnscleugh Gold mine Project where we were hosted by Mark
Colman of Southern Earthworks. Fortunately for us we got to see some of the gear working
stripping of the over burden. Then down to the new Gold processing plant that is ready to kick
into action this month it will process 300m3 per hr screening alluvial gravels this is a floating
plant that is feed by 100ton excavator dragging materials 8m below water level to win the gold.
It was great to get on board and climb over the screening plant as most of our members have a
lot of interest in this type of equipment. Just back down the road from the goldmine we visited
the Viblock Plant where Keith Miller took us through this very modern block and paving
manufacturing facility.
Finally after a refreshment break put on by Jack Parker and his team at Road metals we visited
another part to the quarry an area used by a local Saw miller who specialises in processing
recycled Hardwood beams for high end landscaping and buildings in Central Otago. Carl put on a
show for us cutting through a large old Bridge beam with his mill if you have ever tried cutting
one of these with a chain saw you can appreciate how hard this stuff is.
Big thanks to our sponsors:
 Total Oil for the bus from Dunedin
 Road Metals for Lunch and
refreshments
 Russet Engineering
 Porter Hire for the chef
Also a special thanks to our Hosts
 Contact Energy
 Southern Earthworks
 Viblock
 Ironwood Sawmill.
This concluded a very full day of events
and a very good turnout of members and
guests total of 35 a great day to see new
things and catch up with old industry
friends. We are looking forward to our
next outing any ideas from our members
are always welcome.

NORTHLAND BRANCH - 24 August 2011
A turnout of 24 people attended the Northland IOQ branch meeting held at Otaika Quarry.
6:40pm Jason Hinton welcomed all and introduced the speakers Franco Meyer from NRC and
Jon Tomsett from Erosion Control.
6:45pm Franco Meyer from Northland Regional Council presented regarding how future
discharge consents will be implemented based on Auckland Regional Council TP90 to ensure
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consistency between different operations. Franco provided examples of best and worst practice
as guidelines to how operations will be assessed under TP90 and methods that can be used to
minimise environmental discharge. Franco also introduced Ted Temple who will be inspecting
extractive operations for compliance in the Northland region. TP90 can be downloaded from the
Auckland Regional Council website www.arc.govt.nz and Franco can be contacted by phoning
0274 716 781 or emailing francom@nrc.govt.nz.
7:15pm Jon Tomsett from Erosion Control was next to present what products and services they
can offer to reduce erosion and as a result unwanted sediment discharge. Jon also introduced
Rod Mitchell who is their representative for the Northland region and the person to contact for
practical advice on any re-vegetation or erosion protection project. A copy of the Erosion Control
presentation which includes contact details has been included along with these minutes.
7:45pm Industry training update presented by Jason Hinton. Jason introduced the three new
service models currently available under the updated framework, how they work and the rebate
structure. Available EXITO assessors for the Northland Region are Jason Hinton and Walter Nesbit
(also Chris Sinclair is in the process of completing his training).
8:00pm
Raffle, Thanks to Opus for prizes donated.
8:10pm
A BBQ was then provided by Erosion Control. Thank you to Goughs for providing use
of their BBQ.
Thanks to:

CANTERBURY BRANCH – 6 October 2011
Andrew Mahan welcomed 14 people to the meeting held at TransDiesel, Hornby, Christchurch
where the new Branch Secretary was elected – Darren Terris from TransDiesel – thank you
Darren! Branch business covered included information where the meetings will be held until the
end of this year and one of these will be held at Cable Price where Roger Mahan will be speaking
about 50 years of quarrying. The Jim Macdonald lecture tour guest speaker this year is David
Hood and hopefully there will be a good turnout for this evening.
The guest speaker for this meeting was Janelle Mackie who is a trainer
of USAR dogs and she showed a PowerPoint presentation and
discussed how the dogs find people underground and how the dogs
are trained to do this. The dogs are procured from the Pound and
they are usually the dogs who do not make good pets; in fact they
were described as having ADHD! The dog trainers are looking for new
venues to train the dogs so if anyone has space in an old quarry or
building please contact Andrew who can pass the information on. The
service that the dogs and their trainers perform is marvellous
especially as this is a volunteer role.
Andrew thanked Janelle and the National Trainer Brenda Woolley for their most interesting talk
and also thanks to TransDiesel for hosting the evening.
Supper was beer and pizzas were served and enjoyed by everyone present which was a great way
to finish off the evening and do some networking.
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FROM THE DESK OF A G ROUCHY OLDTIMER

W

hen I started in the quarrying business, the important thing was to make a
good pot of tea or the quarry could not function. There were four enormous
scoops of tea leaves placed into the old twenty cupper and filled to the brim
with hot water from the Zip as it whistled away before shutting off. It also had to stand
for three minutes at least before pouring. If it was not done like that there was hell to
pay when the guys arrived in for smoko. It was a real smoko too, everyone smoked but
these were stubbed out while we ate, but lit up immediately by the first one who
finished eating.
When you looked around the smoko room you noticed that most of the guys had bits
and pieces missing, such as fingers, finger joints, even an arm. Then there were other
ugly injuries such as crushed arms and legs, and even a guy who lost an eye while bulling
a hole *(more on that later). When I first started, the extent of the injuries horrified me,
and I always swore that I would no end up like that.
So we were a pretty maimed looking lot, with healthy appetites and a zest for life. Risk
was part of it.
Apart from making a great pot of tea, my other duty was to drill holes 2/3rds of the way
through large boulders in the quarry and assist the shot firer in loading, and blasting
them. Our shotfirer did not have any visible injuries, but he was deaf as a post. All
conversations were at max volume.
Our quarry manager said that you only needed one rule in the quarry, "Never turn your
back on the face or the equipment you use". Good advice, he had forgotten more about
quarrying than he taught me, and he taught me most of what I know and use today.
When I go into any quarry today, I still see a lot of guys that enjoy life and drink
beverages. The difference is they drink coffee and eat somewhat healthier food. The
other big difference is that you do not see the major injuries that we used to. For that
alone I feel that the industry is progressing.
Good risk management is the key to the improvement. The HSE Act teaches you how to
assess hazards, but risk assessment shows you what you need to manage and what you
need to watch. That means you can focus on ensuring that no one is injured by high risk
areas. Make no mistake; quarries are just as dangerous as they ever have been. We are
just improving the way we do and handle things to stop our horrific injuries and deaths.
Working smarter and using tried and true methods of reducing the risk.
The best message I can give is ensure that you go home to your loved ones at the end
of the day in the same condition you arrived at work in the morning (provided you
were sober and well).
* Bulling a hole – This is a process where a small diameter hole is drilled down about 1015m in the face about 4m back from the edge of the face. A cartridge of explosive is
primed with a detonator and short 400mm fuse. This is then dropped down the hole to
the bottom and it then detonates and starts to create a chamber at the bottom of the
hole. Subsequent cartridges are dispatched the same way until the chamber is deemed
big enough, then a series of bulled holes are loaded with ANFO to blow the face down [a
very dangerous practice that is no longer done].
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Rotorua Conference Local Committee
These people did a wonderful job organising at a local
level – see how many faces you can recognise!

Well done to the Award winners at Joint IOQ/AQA Conference Rotorua 2011 –
R D Hassed ........................................... Tony Hunter, Blackhead Quarries
Goughs Cat Travel Award...................... Allan McDonald, Perrys
Rocktec Innovation Award .................... Jason Hinton, Winstone Aggregates
Winstones Health & Safety Award ........ Holcim NZ, Hastings – Hans Hollis
Lyn Jordan Award ................................. Glenn Kiernan, Inline Drilling
See the website – www.ioqnz.co.nz for further information and nomination forms for
next year.
KEY LINKS

AQA ............................................................... www.aqa.org.nz
EXITO .......................................................... www.exito.org.nz
Australian Institute of Quarrying ............ www.quarry.com.au
UK Institute of Quarrying: ........................ www.quarrying.org
SKF ................................................................... www.skf.co.nz
Real Steel ............................................... www.realsteel.co.nz
Mimico ..................................................... www.mimico.co.nz
Rocktec .................................................... www.rocktec.co.nz
Advanced Engineering ..................... www.advancedeng.co.nz
Russet Engineering ..................................... www.russet.co.nz
Vickers Quarries ............................................... vq@xtra.co.nz
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