
 

 The Institute of Quarrying New Zealand Inc 
 

 IoQ QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER Issue No. 17 

  December 2008 
 

 

 Website:  www.ioqnz.co.nz Page 1 
Mail contact address:  Secretary, P O Box 36 037, Merivale, Christchurch 8146 
Email:  chrisr@inet.net.nz   Telephone [03] 355 3235    or 027 697 8559 

President’s Notes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the 
December addition of the IOQ NZ newsletter. 
 

Once again Christmas is nearly upon us with the resulting pressure of achieving 
deadlines before the holiday break. 
 

The massive swings in the world economies are having a noticeable effect 
throughout New Zealand with some areas more affected than others, no doubt this 
will take some time to even out and stabilise.  
 

It should be remembered that we have had recessions in the past and there is 
always an upswing on the other side with plenty of opportunities for those that are in 
the right place at the right time. 
 

Steve & Charmaine Ellis, and Joanne and I attended the Australian IQA – CCAA 
Construction Materials Industry Conference held in Sydney in early October as 
representatives of IOQ NZ. 
The Conference was held at the Convention & Exhibition Centre in Darling Harbour 
which was a great venue and had the theme of three Ps “People, Planet and Profit”. 

 

The keynote speaker on Wednesday morning, Tom 
Clough, who is a member of Holcim’s Executive 
Committee, was of particular interest to me as Holcim are 
going through the consent process to build a new cement 
plant near my home town Oamaru.  It was an ideal time to 
catch up with him and have a discussion about the 
upcoming project over a cup of tea. 
 

As always the Australian Conference organisers provided 
an extensive range of high quality, well presented papers 
which were very educational. 
 

There were also a number of New Zealand based 
Companies with Sponsors stands at the Conference 
including Rocktec, Advanced Engineering Group, 
Brightwater Engineering and Screening & Crushing Ltd.  It 
is good to see New Zealand Companies getting a slice of 
the action on the other side of the ditch. 
 

We were very well looked after by Dugald & Megan Gray, 
Greg & Lynne Bondar and the rest of the organising 
committee and it was great to have time to catch up with 
friends and acquaintances during the week. 
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A New Zealand Joint Conference Organising Committee 
meeting was held on the 19th November in Auckland 
followed by an IOQ NZ Executive Committee meeting. 
 

The logo of “Quarry NZ” has been adopted for 
identification purposes for the annual IOQ NZ, AQA 
Conference and will be used on all correspondence 
related to the Conference. Both the Institute of Quarrying 
New Zealand and the Aggregate and Quarry Association 
logos will still be included so that our separate identities 
are not diminished or lost. 
 

There has also been a change in the position of 
Conference Secretariat with Adrian Mattinson now taking 
up this roll going forward into 2009 and the Invercargill 
Conference. Adrian will be assisted by Pat Mattinson and 
Roger Parton in his new role.  
 

Thank you to Roger Parton for his efforts as Conference 
Secretariat over the last two years and for his part in 
organising a couple of very enjoyable and successful 
Conferences in Wellington and Auckland. 
 



 

 

Organisation is well under way for the Invercargill 
Conference in July next year with a very strong and willing 
local committee actively involved.  Please start thinking 
about sorting out entries for all the various awards that are 
contestable each year. The more entries we have, the 
better it will be. 
 

A further payment was made from the Joint Conference 
account back to both IOQ NZ and AQA NZ fully repaying 
the cash advances from both organisations that were 
required two years ago to fund the annual Conferences at 
that time. 
 

The IOQ NZ Executive meeting took care of our month to 
month activities with the financial report showing that we 
are in a sound financial position with some further funds 
coming from the Joint Conference account after a 
successful event in Auckland. 
 

Kevin Walker, CEO of Exito, attended our meeting and 
gave an extensive report on where Exito is at today and 
where it intends to go into the future.  It is interesting to 
see that whilst Exito now has quite a number of different 
industries under its umbrella, trainees from the Extractive 
Sector still make up approx 70% of total trainee numbers. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Warwick 
Leach, Vice President of IOQ and Exito Board Member, 

and all the IOQ NZ Executive Board Members for their 
time and effort during the year and also the various 
Companies that support IOQ NZ by making their staff 
members time available. 
 

Thank you also to Christine Dodds for her ongoing 
commitment and efforts as IOQ Secretary Treasurer and 
Andy Loader for his time and effort on the Exito Sector 
Advisory Group. 
 

One of the main reasons for our solid financial position is 
the ongoing support of our Sponsors under the “Friends of 
the IOQ NZ” umbrella and without this sponsorship it 
would be quite a different situation.  Please support the 
Companies that support us when making your purchasing 
decisions going into next year.  There is a list of these 
Sponsors at the end of the newsletter. 
 

Finally from me, please have a Happy and Safe 
Christmas, spend quality time with your families and have 
a relaxing break over the holiday period. 
 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
 
 
George Kelcher 
President IOQ NZ 

 

IOQ BRANCH REPORTS 
 

CANTERBURY BRANCH: 
 

A meeting was held at Komatsu, Christchurch, at 7pm on the 
14th August 2008 and attended by Chairman Andrew Mahan, 
Dean Riordan, Andrew Royfee, Alan Rae, Paul McIlraith, Les 
Ward, Ray Platt, Glyn Eades, Ross Jury, Marc McSkimming, 
Tony Everett, Andrew Harvey, David Laing, Brendon Taege, 
Brian Docherty, Lindsay Forbes, Bryce Tunnicliffe, Les Harris, 
Peter MacRae, Allan McDowell, Tim Kennedy, Andy Loader 
and Des Smith.  Apologies were received from Bob Kenny, 
Murray Frances, George Kelcher, Snow Edgar, Gavin Parker 
& I Hancox. 
 
The well attended meeting was held at Komatsu's new Christchurch branch.  An over-night trip to Oamaru was 
discussed further, with options of travelling down on the Friday night or Saturday morning.  The date of Saturday the 
1st of November has been set.  After the Oamaru trip a joint meeting with Nelson is being looked at, meeting 
somewhere on the West Coast.  The cost of conferences was raised by a number of people who attended the last 
one.  Invercargill will host next year’s conference.  Apart from moving it to all corners, it should also have a grass 
roots feel and encourage everyone in the lower South Island to attend. 
Dean Riordan from Komatsu gave an overview of their new branch before we then moved through to the workshop 
to see and hear about the new Komatsu machines.  The meeting closed at 7.50 pm and was followed by a good 
supper.  Many stayed on catching up on some networking.  Many thanks to Komatsu for a great site and evening.  
 by Andrew Mahan 
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WAIKATO / BAY OF PLENTY BRANCH 
On Saturday 23rd August 2008 the 35 people from the Waikato Bay IOQ had a field trip to the Northern 
Gateway Project – Orewa.  It was an early start for Tauranga Swap boys and Ray Haley from 
Ototohanga, who all had to be at Morrinsville by 7.30 am to catch the bus. 

First stop for the bus was to Tauhei Quarry where Barbara was waiting, this lady has never missed a 
field trip yet!  Next stop was Taupiri, where the Perry’s staff were waiting.  Then from there the bus 
started heading 
north to 
Bombay, where 
the Thames 
Valley group 
were to be 
picked up from. 

At 10 o’clock we 
arrived at the 
main office of 
Northern 
Gateway Project  

Te Papa O 
Tanerua 
AKLPURT B2 
Project Office. 

The Northern 
Motorway 
extension is the 
largest and most 
challenging road 
project in NZ; it is 7.5 km long with twin tunnels and five new bridges. 
 
1 Johnstone Hill Twin Tunnels 
2 Waiwera Viaduct 
3 Otanerua Eco Viaduct 
4 Hill Crest Bridge 
5 Nukumea Eco Viaduct 
6 Orewa Interchange 
 
We were lucky it had not rained 
over night but as the photos 
show it was still pretty wet on 
site. 
 
These photos show the Waiwera Bridge which is 520m long and 30m tall. 
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The project team had many challenges in minimising the environmental impact.  Using eco-friendly 
construction methods for bridges, which means ‘not removing bush, keeping culverts fish friendly to 
move freely up and down stream, making wet lands and designing large storm water treatment ponds’. 
 
The photos show the entry to the tunnels which are 380m long.  They have a sophisticated fire 
suppression system with ventilation fans and two emergency walkways and are full concrete. 

 
Leaving the motorway project we headed to Silverdale where the Hire Company had laid on a BBQ and 
refreshments for the field trip team.  We had speeches thanking Jamie and his team for a great insight 
into their challenging project.  To the Hire Company, thanks a lot for a great feed and drinks as the 
photos below show. 

 
It was time to head south so everyone got back onto the bus and we headed to Pokeno and there to 
greet us were Bernie McDonald, Manager of Top Rock and Peter Shapiro and Mike Henderson, owners 
of Red Bull and Top Rock.  Again more food and refreshments were provided.  Top Rock had their new 
Tramrock DP1100 drilling rig there on show as well as the Red Bull utes and team. 

 
 

We would like to thank all our sponsors who made it a great day out for all. 
 

 Blackwood Paykels  Goughs Workshop  Goughs Sales  Titans  Hire Company  
 Top Rock  Red Bull  Northern Gateway Alliance Team  

 

Well the Waikato/Bay Christmas function held recently at the Waikato Stadium was an absolute ripper of a night.  
Tim Armstrong and his band belted out some sensational tunes all night and kept everybody busy on the dance 
floor especially myself.  Even Elvis put in an appearance which stirred the ladies into a frenzy although I would 
have to say the years have not been kind to him and he is a lot shorter than I remembered.  
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A big thanks to Eddie Buckley for being our guest speaker for the 
evening and enlightening us on the Geothermal energy project in 
Taupo. 
 
The Orica V Redbull Rugby field sprint was a huge draw card for 
the evening  particularly for the Waikato Stadium Security guard’s 
that seemed to be more interested than most and wanting to 

ou boys.  

l thanks to our sponsors for the 
ort is always appreciated. 

light of the night was the 
presentation 
established in
individual yo
the Waikato 
considered
receives one 

  Aaron started employment with HG Leach & Co in 2001 as 
 previous industry experience.  He very quickly excelled on 

anding of quarrying and showed great interest in becoming a 
an to work towards achieving this goal.  In 2005, Aaron 

l as Shot firers ticket, and with much satisfaction and pride 
e. 

At the beginning of 2006, Aaron was appointed Quarry 
Manager of the Tirohia site near Paeroa and stepped up 
to the challen s 
proa  
but also ha
which is op  

 and safety practices 
as well as its overall tidiness.  Aaron is also a great mentor for our 
five Modern Apprentices and through his own achievements he has 
inspired them to establish a clear path and direction to someday 
become Quarry Managers themselves which can only be seen as a 
huge positive for our industry. 
 

In summary, I think I speak on behalf of all that attended the 
evening that it was a very successful night.  And on behalf of the 
Waikato/Bay of Plenty Branch Committee we would like to wish all our members and sponsors a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. Article submitted by:  Dean Torstonson 

 

participate……..good on y
 
A specia
evening, your supp
 
Another high

of the Stu Marsden award.  This award was 
 the name of Stu Marsden to recognise 

ung achievers in the Extractive Industry within 
and Bay of Plenty IOQ Branch.  Applications are 

 for individuals 35 years and under.  The winner 
years’ free membership to the IOQ and gets to 

hold on to the award for one year before returning it for the 
following years presentation.  Individuals must attend the IOQ 
Christmas function to receive the award.  This year 21 people 
were invited to apply and five quality applications were 
received.  
 
This years’ winner was Aaron Thwaites of HG Leach.
a Bin Truck Operator and Crusher Operator with no
most machinery and began to gain a better underst
Quarry Manager.  In 2002, he hooked up to Exito and beg
obtained his National Certificate in Operations as wel
he achieved his B-Grade Quarry Managers Certificat

ge of promoting Health and Safety, and wa
ctive in running what is not only a very busy quarry

d a big involvement in the landfill operation 
erated within the quarry’s old workings.  Aaron

is also Chairman of the Health & Safety Committee at 
Leach.  At the beginning of 2008 a promotion to operate 
the Waitawheta Quarry became available and Aaron 
accepted this new challenge.  He has stamped his mark 
on this site and improved its health

AUCKLAND BRANCH: 
The Auckla
v

nd Branc r, our function was 
ery ge se not 

too fam wn 
as One Tree Hill, and 
 

h held its annual Christmas Function on Friday 28th November.  This yea
nerously sponsored by the Porter Group (Doug Ball) and was held at “Sorrento in the Park”.  For tho
iliar with Auckl reen parkland knoand “Sorrento in the Park”, is located within the 400 acres of rolling g

has a magnificent view overlooking the Manukau harbour.  

There were 70 members and partners in attendance, who enjoyed a wonderful evening’s fare and the company of 
each other during the evening and we were welcomed by the “Evenings’ Entertainment”, Mr. Victor Knight, of the 
Porter Group. 
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Mr. Victor Knight’s Welcome 
 
After the main course, Mr. Steve Ellis (IOQ Past President) 

wood’s Shield” to the 
ranch member for their 

tribution to the 

o o at Gordon Laing 
ckground of this 

aire, Mr. Bernie 
the very worthy 

od’s Shield” was made by 
edBull Powder  

woo s).  A rather stunned Bernie thanked all those who
tunities that they had given him to establish and gro

sur
last
nom
Bra
Hen
nom
 

L
Quayle & Mike 

 

gave all present an overview of the upcoming plans of the IOQ 
Executive.  Then Steve presented Ben Hussey and Selwyn 
Dodds with their respective IOQ membership certificates. 
 

Ben Hussey [left] and 
Steve Elis. 

 
Below: 
Selwyn Dodds [left] and 
Steve Ellis. 

Next, it was time to present the 
“Black
Auckland B
outstanding con
branch over the years. It wa
great h n ur th
gave a brief ba year’s nominated member; “Driller 
extraordin McDonald, founder of Toprock 
Drilling” was recipient. The presentation of the 
“Blackwo Bernie’s new boss, Mr. Mike 
Henderson (R Company) and Mike Wilson

s with 

(Black d Paykel  he has known over the years in the industry 
and for the oppor w Toprock Drilling. 

 
L – R: Mike Wilson, Mike Henderson & Bernie McDonald 
 

Finally, after we were all fed and re-hydrated, we had the 
charity raffle. This was well run by John Quayle and his able 
assistants (Chris Gray & Tony Carpenter). Thank you for all 
the wrapped presents that were donated for the raffle. I’m 

e that some of the winning raffle ticket holders had a 
prise when they opened up their gifts. As in the past, the 
 raffle ticket drawn on the evening has the opportunity to 
inate which charity they would like the IOQ Auckland 

nch to donate to. This time the lucky winner was Mike 
derson (RedBull Powder Company) and Mike has 
inated “CanTeen” to receive a donation of $1,000. 

 – R: John 
Henderson 

Once again, our thanks to the Porter Group (Doug Ball & Victor 
Knight) for providing a wonderful evening of food, drink & 
companionship at “Sorrento in the Park”. 
 
Gordon Laing 
Auckland Branch Treasurer 

sur

 
 

CANTERBURY BRANCH 
The Canterbury Branch held a meeting recently at Fulton Hogan Canterbury Regional Office.  The Secretary 

avin Parker stood down and Marc McSkimming, [Goughs CAT] was voted in as the new Branch Secretary.  
 for his work to date.  The guest speaker was Mike Ross who kindly agreed to show 

 overseas.  This meeting will 
lso be an opportunity to finalise dates for a joint meeting on the West Coast with West Coast / Nelson members, 

including a visit to Stockton mine. 

G
Andrew Mahon thanked Gavin
his presentation on the 50 year history of his family business; Rock Products which was well worth seeing. 
 

The next Canterbury meeting will be on the 3rd of February 2009 and the speaker will be Barry Robinson MBE 
who is coming over from the UK IOQ – set aside this date as it should be an interesting evening.  His presentation 
will cover his MBE, Health & Safety in the UK, operator training and his time spent
a
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NOTICE 
 

END OF YEAR 
BALANCE DATE 
FOR INSTITUTE 
OF QUARRYING 

NZ INC 
 

Please note that 
the Institute of 

ensure that end 
of year accounts 
are completed 
prior to 
conference and 
the Annual 
General 
Meeting. 
 

This will mean 
that next year’s 

2009 will be an 

reflecting seven 
months 

Quarrying New 
Zealand Inc is 
changing its end 
of year balance 
date to be 31st 
December 2008 
instead of 31 
May 2009 to 

KEY 
......................www.ioqnz.co.nz

L INKS 
subscription 
sent out in May 

IOQ ....................................

AQA .......................................................... www.aqa.org.nz

EXITO .....................................................www.exito.org.nz

NZMIA................................................ www.minerals.co.nz

MinEx Health & Safety Council............ www.minex.org.nz

Fulton Hogan................................................ www.fh.co.nz

interim account 

membership up 
until 31st 
December 2009. 

Road Metals .................................. www.roadmetals.co.nz

Australian Institute of Quarrying.......www.quarry.com.au

UK Institute of Quarrying:................... www.quarrying.org
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Mark Blanchard [a m
his cu  work
in the Middle East. 

ember of the IoQ] kindly submitted this article about 
ing as a Quarry Superintendent for Gulf Leighton L.L.C rrent role

 
At the moment we are looking at a 
pro  Al Khaimah
wh  an hour and a 
ha  Oman on the 
oth e of the quarry 
is 2 kms  
 
At leting the bore 
ho of the first two 
holes weren’t the greatest but the third 

ope as there is 
on n compared with 
significant overburden for the first two 
ho
 
The start up of the quarry will have to be 
done with mobile crushers as there is no 

room for a fixed plant at stage one.  It will be 
three to five years before we get a fixed 
plant in there; we are looking at stage one 
as establishment of access in to the quarry.  
There is about 6 kms of road to be made for 
just access then we can make a start on 
making some room to move.   
 
The lowest peak is about 600 feet and we 
propose to level this to make room for fixed 
plants and offices and stock pile areas, 
workshop and so on.  All this will be done as 
stage one and production rate around1000 
tph. 
 
Stage two of the quarry will be getting in 
fixed plants from stage one production of 

up to 4000tph.  
St  huge task as 
will it require two or three fixed plant to 
m ferent parts of the 
qu qua
tw et production 
ra
 
As th
ph y r
st g to be charter
 
Th ng
pl wn to 5 degrees 
in ra
ab  
that was it! 

posed quarry in Ras
ich is a drive of about
lf out of Dubai toward
er coast.  The plot siz

by 2 kms.  

 

 present we are comp
les and the samples 

le is giving us much h
ly minimal overburde

les. 

ho

1000 tph then ramping 
age two is going to be a

eet our goal in dif
arry.  The life of the 
enty years at the me
te.   

 you can see from 
otos the terrain is ver

eep; it’s goin

e temperatures can ra
us in summer and do
 winter and there is no 
out.  Last year it rained

rry is only 

e attached 
ugged and 
 building.   

e from 50 

in to speak 
for 4 days 
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Just in closing, we are still in the very early stages of this proposed quarry so will send an update if we 

Mark Blanchard 
Quarry Superintendent 
 

Gulf Leighton L.L.C. 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
 

go ahead with it. 

 

 
 
has two new Industry Training Advisors serving the 
Extractive Industry.  Mary Wilson, is based in the 

EXITO New Plymouth Office and will be responsible for the North Island, 
and Susi Batterbury, based in the Christchurch Office will be responsible for 
the South Island.   
 
Please feel free to contact Mary or Susi for all your training and assessment 
requirements, subsidy allocation, certificates of competency questions or 
about any other queries or help you may require. 
 

Extractives  – North Island, Contact: 
 

Mary Wilson, Industry Training Advisor 
 

New Plymouth Office 
Tel 06 968 6601  Mob 027 5540 559 
Email mary@exito.org.nz
 

  

 

Extractives  – South Island, Contact: 
 

Susi Batterbury, Industry Training Advisor 
 

Christchurch Office 
Tel 03 964 4715  Mob 027 228 9461 
Email  susi@exito.org.nz  
 

41ST JOINT AQA / IOQ CONFERENCE 
will be held on 8 –10 July 2009, Ascot Park Hotel,  Invercargill  

Exito
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Seasons 

safe and 

Year. 
 

Greetings to 
Everyone – 

have a 
wonderful 

festive 
Christmas 
and best 

wishes for a 

happy New 

 
 

From the Executive 
Committee of the 

Institute of 
Quarrying NZ Inc. 
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