The Institute of Quarrying New Zea land Inc

l

IoQ QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER

Issue No. 13
December 2007

President’s Notes:

Committee 2007/08:
President:

Mr George Kelcher
Immediate Past President:

Mr Steve Ellis
Vice President:

Mr Warwick Leach
Mr Murray Discombe
Mr Andrew Dronjak
Mr Les Ward
Mr Gavin Hartley
Mr Andrew Mahon
Mr Gordon Laing
National Secretary/Treasurer

Mrs Christine Dodds

Hello to Everyone

By the time you get to read this newsletter the year will be drawing to a close.
It never ceases to amaze me how quickly the year passes by. It has been a
very busy and successful period for most Companies within the Industry.
During October Steve Ellis and I attended this year’s IOQ World President’s
Meeting in Hobart and this was followed by the Institute of Quarrying
Australia’s 50th Annual Conference (a report is included later in the
newsletter).
At the November IOQ/AQA joint conference committee meeting it was
confirmed that the 2009 annual conference will be held in Invercargill and the
Otago Southland Branch are inviting interested people to join the organising
Committee. Please contact Gavin Hartley if you are interested in being part of
this team.

I was invited to, and attended, an evening held in
Christchurch on the 27th November to mark Tom
Reece’s upcoming retirement from Exito, our

Industry’s Training Organisation, which Tom has led
since its inception in 1996. Tom is leaving Exito in
great shape and Tom will no doubt have much pride
in how much Exito has grown, the number of trainees
that have gained qualifications over the last eleven

years and the respect in which Exito is held both
within our various Industries and throughout the wider
ITO community. IOQ NZ presented Tom and Chris
with some momentos from the Quarry Industry to
mark this occasion – thanks to Christine Dodds for
coming up with such suitable items (made of stone of
course!).
Christmas is a time of year where we can think of and
appreciate our staff and their families and to
recognise and remember that every business and
successful company is built on their efforts. With a
major shortage of experienced staff world wide it has
never been more important than at present to retain
experienced people and to find and train new
entrants that are eager to become part of our industry
into the future.
I would like to thank the past and current IOQ NZ
Board Members for all their efforts in the past year
and also Branch Committee Members who volunteer
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their time to enhance the profile of IOQ NZ
throughout New Zealand. A special personal thank
you to our Secretary Christine Dodds who does a
great job of making sure that we are running
smoothly and that everything happens on time and in
a professional manner - this is quite a big job.
Also thank you to all the Companies and Businesses
that allow their staff time to attend various meetings
and who support IOQ NZ in many and various ways
Thank you to our many Sponsors who support our
Annual Conference, the IOQ NZ directly through the
“Friends of IOQ NZ” package and to those who
support Branch meetings at various times around the
country. All of this is very much appreciated and
critical to the ongoing future of IOQ NZ.

It is the time of year where most of us will be able to
take some time to sit back and relax for a few days,
make the most of the summer weather and
appreciate the holiday period.
Some simple philosophies of mine · Enjoy your job
· Enjoy and appreciate your family
· And enjoy Life
Have a happy and safe Christmas and holiday period
and we can all look forward to a successful year next
year.
George Kelcher

President, IOQ NZ Inc

REPORT ON 2007 IQA 50TH CONFERENCE - HOBART 24 – 27 OCTOBER
My partner Joanne and myself arrived in Hobart on Sunday 21st October and were met off the plane and given a
ride to the hotel by local organising Committee Member Graham Smith and his wife Anne; this was a lovely
touch and made us feel very much at home in Hobart.
® SUNDAY & MONDAY were rest days and gave us a good chance to have a look around the city of
Hobart. Steve Ellis arrived on Monday evening in time for the World Presidents Meeting the next day and
the New Zealand Rocktec Team of Rick, Les and Jason turned up to assemble their Trade Display stand.
® TUESDAY was a full day and there was excellent interaction between all attendees of the World
Presidents meeting (a separate report). On Tuesday evening John Malempre hosted a very successful
dinner at an historic local restaurant and this was an excellent opportunity to get to know the Presidents,
Vice Presidents and their partners from around the world.
® WEDNESDAY morning provided an opportunity for Steve, Joanne and myself to visit a local quarry

owned and operated by Borals, thanks to John Malempre for organising this for us. In the evening the
Atlas Copco Welcome Dinner was held in the Federation Ballroom at the Grand Chancellor Hotel
attended by approx 450 delegates and partners. This set the scene for a very successful Conference.
Wednesday morning the Conference was officially opened by The Governor of Tasmania, His
Excellency, the Honourable William Cox. Guest Speaker at the opening was Matthew Gill, the Mine
Manager at the time of the recent Beaconsfield Mine Disaster, one of the interesting things that came out
of his presentation was the incredible media pressure that the rescue team and management were put
under while the rescue was being carried out. A credit to Matthew and his team for the successful result.
Tom Reece CEO of Exito New Zealand presented a paper titled “Defending the Ditch – the NZ counter
offensive which was well received by delegates. Other papers over the three days covered a variety of
topics including Quarrying Heritage – a brief insight into where the Australian Industry developed from
and some of the identities that played a major part in those past years. Finding and Training Staff for the
future, obtaining access to resource and other items like water availability were topics high on the agenda.
As always “safety in the workplace” and “environmental effects” were covered in depth.
® THURSDAY evening had everyone boarding a ferry for a scenic boat trip to Wrest Point Casino for the
Komatsu Dinner. As always the Komatsu Team provided some excellent entertainment including a very
good illusionist and a band.
® FRIDAY saw the Orica Ladies Day provide entertainment for the partners to follow on from the previous
days Royal Botanical Gardens Luncheon & Garden Tour. The Orica Day included visits to an extremely
well built authentic model village of early Hobart and an early Prison at Richmond where convicts were
housed after being banished to Australia from Britain a couple of hundred years ago.
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® THURSDAY brought on Texcel Happy Hour at the Grand Chancellor Hotel then out for a dinner with the
other World IOQ representatives hosted by Greg Bondar, a very enjoyable evening with a lot of humour.
®

SATURDAY morning included an organised breakfast at a restaurant on the waterfront complete with
guest speaker Garth Paltridge who spoke on his view and knowledge pertaining to what is really
happening with global warming. Some of his views were quite different to a lot of the publicity that we
are subjected to from around the world.
·
·
·

·

There was free time set aside to allow delegates to wander around the nearby Salamanca Markets which had
an amazing number of stalls set up in the historic area of town.
Saturday bought on the Mack Truck Luncheon and Maxam Auction. Mack presented details of the new
range of trucks currently being released and the auction raised a very credible $40,000 plus.
Guest Speaker Alana Arnot gave an amazing account of her trials and tribulations following an aeroplane
accident which left her with major injuries and a prognosis of never walking again. Alana shared the story of
her road to recovery which included her flying a helicopter solo around Australia to currently having a full
commercial helicopter licence and running the Westpac Rescue Helicopter Service in Tasmania along with
her husband.
Saturday evening was the time for the Caterpillar IQA 50th Anniversary Gala Dinner during which John
Malempre handed over the Chain of Office to incoming President Dugald Grey. Again this was a very
enjoyable night with much interaction and conviviality among all the attendees.

Congratulations and thanks to John Stanton and his Committee for organising a very successful Conference that
was a fitting tribute to the Australian IOQ 50th Anniversary.
Also special thanks from Joanne and myself for all the great hospitality and friendship that was shared with us by
all.

AUSTRALIAN INSTITUTE OF QUARRYIN G PRESIDENTS MEETING
HOBART, 23RD OCTOBER 2007

Attended by - John Malempre
Dugald Grey
David Hogan
Rob Moffitt
David Sharman
George Kelcher
Steve Ellis
Greg Bondar
Apologies:

Host President Australia
Vice President Australia
Chairman
Hong Kong
President
South Africa
Vice President United Kingdom
President
New Zealand
Past President New Zealand
National Executive Officer – IQA

Cedric Hollingsworth, President, United Kingdom and
the President from Malaysia.

Reports from each Branch of the IOQ were presented.
United Kingdom – David Sharman
· Membership: Just over 3000 members, a slight fall for the first time in many years.
· UK Market: The market is flat with about 300 million tonne sold annually. Recycled material makes up 25
to 27% of total volume. Concrete volumes buoyant and Asphalt volumes are down. The UK industry is now
pre-dominantly owned by German, Swiss, French, American and Mexican Companies. Tarmac is the latest
Company being packaged for sale, Heidelberg Cement being the interested party.
· Education: There is a move in the UK to shift the University training from Doncaster to the University of
Derby, the course to become a Diploma in Quarry Technology very much based on E Learning.
· Recruitment: This is a huge challenge for the UK Industry. They have projects via a website developed in
conjunction with The Quarry Products Association and are also recruiting ex service personal from the Army,
Navy and Air Force.
· The UK share the view that worldwide we all need to make our Industry more attractive from the outside to
interest future employees.
· The 2008 UK Conference will be held in South East England not far from London.
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Australia – John Malempre
·
·
·
·
·

·
·

·

Membership: Currently 1154 and has been increasing over the last two years
Australian Market: This is experiencing a very positive time on the back of a strong economy, particularly in
Queensland, Western Australia and Victoria. There is a shortage and delay in supply of mobile equipment,
tyres and in new Plant construction.
Corporate Governance: The Australian Branch has reviewed the IQA Articles of Association and the By
Laws and has formed a new Board consisting of 11 Members to oversee the running of IQA. The Council is
still in place with 25 members, 3 of which are female which adds value to the decision making.
Education: IQA have two major initiatives underway. They have had the launch of a Professional
Development Programme (PDP) with approx 460 attendees and their Quarry Management Certification
System (QMCS) with 15 applications having been approved to date.
Education Fund: AIQEF has approx 4 million
dollars invested and the money being earned from
this is used to provide educational initiatives for
Australian training.
Quarry Magazine: This continues to be an
important educational link and has been extensively
revamped in the past year.
Conference: Approx 450 delegates and partners
attended the 2007 Conference in Hobart and the
2008 Conference will be held in Sydney. This will
be a combined conference held in association with
the Cement, Concrete and Aggregate Association.
Education, recruitment and health & safety are high
on the agenda for the upcoming year.

Hong Kong – David Hogan
·
·
·
·
·
·

Membership: Around 80 paid members. Hong Kong continues to get around 300 attendees to their Annual
Dinner with the next one being held in November 2007. Hong Kong also hosted a very successful Presidents
Conference during 2006.
Resource: There are currently only 3 quarries operating in Hong Kong, 1 of these will close in 2009 and the
remaining 2 scheduled to close in 2014. Future resource will come from projects where construction will take
place and provide a surplus of raw material with any other requirements being imported from nearby China.
Communication: A newsletter is published twice a year and other events are held annually including the
Junk Trip to Lamma Island which is well supported.
Issues going forward: The reducing number of quarries and quarry staff makes it hard to maintain
membership numbers. There have been significant price increases for quarry products and more and more
aggregate is being sourced from China.
Training: This is an issue in Hong Kong and they are looking at sourcing training materials from the UK,
Australia and New Zealand
Long term the major issues are lack of resource and experienced staff.

South Africa – Rob Moffitt
·
·

·
·
·

Membership: Around 475 and remaining constant.
South African Market: This is experiencing unprecedented growth due to large scale infrastructure
development. Production is in excess of 100 million tonne per annum and the cement industry has increased
in value by over 50% between 2002 and 2006. There is over 38 Billion Rand of major projects either
currently happening or being planned.
Education & Training: A bursary scheme was introduced in 2007. South Africa is looking for existing
training materials and systems that may be available around the world that can be adapted to suit local
industry.
Communication: The Web Site is working well and a new Industry journal titled “Modern Quarrying” has
been launched recently.
South Africa is facing huge problems with extremely high unemployment, the associated crime rate and the
fact that a lot of people are leaving for positions overseas.
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·
·

The main Conference in March attracted 178 attendees with the mid-year conference attracting 74 attendees.
The 2008 conference will be held in Durban.
South Africa has also launched a new website which is going very well and going forward Staff recruitment
and training will be major issues.

New Zealand – George Kelcher
·

Report as tabled.

Caernarfon Award: There were four papers entered for this award 1
2
3
4

Malaysia, Prof Madya Ir. Dr Eric Goh - Excellence in Sustainable Growth of Quarrying Industry
New Zealand, Gavin Hartley - Quarry to Correction Facility
Hong Kong, Geoffrey Chan, David Pallot, & David Hogan - The Evolution of the Quarry Industry in
Hong Kong.
Australia, Dave Miller - Close Proximity Blasting.

The winner was the paper from Hong Kong; a team effort with “The Evolution of the Quarry Industry in Hong
Kong”.
Other items discussed
® There was a suggestion that there could be a name change for the IOQ world- wide. Possibility of “The
Institute of Earth Resources”. There was some discussion with any decision being held over for future
discussion.
® What does the IOQ stand for and provide.
Opportunity to network with like-minded people in the same profession.
® Global Training – options for sharing training programmes between Branches around the world.
® International media focus on the positive aspects of Quarrying and the necessity of quarries for the
community.
® Options to increase the number of countries affiliated to the IOQ.
® Higher use and interlinking of websites world-wide with common industry statements.
It is interesting that the NZ Exito Training system is well ahead of the rest of the world and could well be used as
a model by other countries.
Future Presidents Meeting dates: 2008 - Auckland, NZ, 2009 - Malaysia – to be confirmed with the Malaysian
Branch, 2010 - United Kingdom, 2011 - South Africa and 2012 - Hong Kong.
Greg Bondar gave a presentation on options to assist with IOQ membership growth within our Industry. (Copy
available on request).
Overall there was a strong emphasis on all IOQ Branches assisting each other in the areas of training, staff
recruitment and positive publicity for the Industry worldwide.

Report for International Presidents Meeting October 2007
Membership: Membership of IOQ NZ currently stands at 392 members with another 20 new enrollments in the
system. There have been significant numbers of people either leaving our Industry, retiring, or moving to
Australia to take up positions there, generally at a much higher rate of pay than in New Zealand. Despite this
happening there have been a large number of new members joining which is very encouraging in this day and age.
This year has seen a change in Office Bearers with Steve Ellis moving to Immediate Past President, myself taking
over as President for the next two years and Warwick Leach being elected to the Vice President role.
Training: The current representative for IOQ NZ on the Exito Board is our Vice President, Warwick Leach and
he represents both the IOQ NZ and the Aggregate & Quarry Association in this role. Exito currently has 4634
trainees and is performing very strongly in the training sector. The awarding of 614 qualifications last year and
271 so far in this current year is a very credible achievement.
Website: www.ioqnz.co.nz

Page 5

Due to changes in New Zealand Government Policy where the wish is to move to having less numbers of Training
Organisations in New Zealand, it is becoming even more important that we continually support Exito in every
way we can. Exito is also supporting a new venture between Tai Poutini Polytechnic from Greymouth and Aranui
High School in Christchurch where there is a National Academy of Civil Construction and Mining being set up to
educate and attract the next generation to our Industry.
Conferences: The 2007 Conference was held in Wellington on the 11th, 12th and 13th July with the theme of
“Sustain Ability”. There were around 350 attendees and it was a very successful Conference enjoyed by all the
participants. Next year the Conference will be held in Auckland with the theme of “Our Foundation – Our
Future”. This Conference will be the 40th Annual Conference held in New Zealand and is to take place on the 9th,
10th & 11th July and everyone is most welcome to attend. Auckland is also organizing to host the Annual
International Presidents Meeting on Tuesday 8th July, immediately prior to the Conference.
Finances: The IOQ NZ is on a sound financial footing and has implemented a new Sponsorship system based on
“Friends of IOQ NZ” to ensure the continued viability of our organization. Through this package Sponsors can
gain access to our members through our Newsletters and the IOQ Web Site and use different levels of advertising
to help sell their products into our market place. This also ensures that we can keep our membership fees at an
affordable level. The first Company to sign up to this package was Rocktec NZ Ltd, who also had a stand in
Hobart supporting this year’s Australian Conference.
Health & Safety Council – Minex: The Minex Council is continuing its good work in reviewing and rewriting
Industry Standards and has gained considerable funding from Industry to carry on into its next year of operation.
This also includes the lobbying of Government Departments on behalf of our Industry.
Industry Lectures: This year’s Jim Macdonald Memorial Lecture was organized and sponsored by Ian Rodgers
and Metso Minerals NZ Ltd and was presented at various Branch Meetings around NZ during March. Ian engaged
an excellent presenter in having Jennifer Joy Wilson from the USA undertake the tour. Joy is currently the
President and CEO of the American National Stone, Sand and Gravel Association and has also served three U.S.
Presidents in her career of public service. Joy is very passionate about the Industry in America and this showed
through during her presentations.
Newsletter: The IOQ NZ newsletter is sent out four times per year and is looked forward to by members as a
very good way of catching up with news and events that have taken place. It is also a very effective way to
recognize our sponsors and also gives them a chance to include advertising material as part of the newsletter.
Web Site: This continues to grow into a real success story with an increase in the “Hit Rate” from 802/day in
November 2006 to 1688/day in July 2007, the month of our Annual Conference in Wellington. This equates to in
excess of 52,000 for the month of July alone. A special effort has been made to show our appreciation of the
valued sponsorship afforded by many Companies throughout the year, and next to the “Reports” and
“Conference” pages, the “Links” page is now one of the most popular. This year further funding from IOQ NZ
has been made available for upgrades to the web site including “Photo Gallery” and “History” sections, so watch
this space!
Future Objectives: The key objective of IOQ NZ during the next year is to raise the profile of our Industry in
two areas. The first being to educate the people who are elected to Local and Central Government positions, and
the general public, on how essential our Industry is to our Country in the supply of materials to build and maintain
New Zealand’s Infrastructure.
Whilst the Quarry Industry is at the forefront of ensuring that we have current and future raw materials available
to guarantee the supply of sand and aggregates to the community, the funding of what is the “end use” is
effectively the Politician’s responsibility. If they were to take this responsibility seriously then they may well
start legislating to ensure that existing and new Quarries will be recognized as the absolutely essential Industry
that we already know it is, and to ensure that Quarries can operate as close to the market place as possible, instead
of being pushed further and further away as is currently happening.
The second is to present our Industry to Schools and Universities in a manner that will attract people into our
future workforce, and to ensure that we have staff and managers in the years to come, and of course, future
members for the Institute of Quarrying.
George Kelcher, President IOQ NZ Inc.
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NEWS FROM THE BRANCHES
WAIKATO BAY PLENTY Xmas function - On the 10th
November about 100 people attended the Christmas
function which was held at the Waikato stadium. Darcy
Maddern, our Branch chairman, welcomed everybody and
thanked the committee and Waikato Bay members for all
their support for a very eventful year and wished everyone a
Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year.
Sumptuous fare being enjoyed by all...!
There were 14
recommendati
ons for The Stuart Marsden award for the
young quarryman showing the greatest
improvement and learning in the industry,
with the help of Catherine Venrooy from our
industry training organisation EXITO and
George Cunningham, with the well deserved
winner being Ryan Patterson of the Perrys’
Aggregates Group, Tauhei quarry. Well done
Ryan.

Sandra Lee – our guest speaker

Andrew Dronjak spoke on behalf of the IOQ
Executive and briefly discussed the Auckland
conference next year in July.

Sandra Lee was our guest speaker and her impersonations of
Helen Clark had the crowd in fits of laughter – as did the antics
of the Security Detail impersonators !!
It was a great night and there were some very quiet people the
next day, too much food and drink I would say.
Unfortunately, the photos of Darcy’s introductory speech and
Ryan receiving his award were not to be – apologies.
The IOQ Mafia ...!

Waikato/Bay of Plenty Field Trip to Perry’s Sandplant
and Porter Group Headquarters
On Saturday the 8 th of August the IOQ members met at Morrinsville and trooped off for a tour of the
above. Just after 10am we got to Perry’s Sand Quarry at Horotiu and with a quick sign in and
introduction; we were given the Cooks Tour of the site. It was good observing a different operation and
system and we came away with some valuable information on the sand side of things. Thanks very
much to Perry Aggregates Group for allowing us to view their operation and making available their very
valuable time.
An hour and a half later it was back into the bus and off to visit the Porter Group site on Te Rapa Road.
After an excellent guided tour of the whole site we were treated to an excellent meal and refreshments.
This was topped off by a presentation of a gift pack to each visitor. Thanks to the Porter Group for
hosting us in their normal magnificent manner. Without the continued support of people such as the
above, we could not provide our members with the opportunity to make these field trips. Thank you.
Website: www.ioqnz.co.nz
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Site induction
at Perry’s
The Sand
Pit area

Washing and
screening
plant
Storage and
Grading shed

Kevin &
John
welcoming
us to Porters
The
sumptuous
luncheon

By
Warwick Leach

Canterbury Branch
On October the 25th the Canterbury group had a guided tour through the Air New Zealand workshops. This was
attended by about 20 members. The group was split into three parties, each with a guide who was an employee
of Air New Zealand. Several aeroplanes were in for servicing, including an American Hercules which serviced
their base in Antarctica. However, we were not allowed to board this plane, maybe because it held some national
secrets (ha ha). Afterwards we congregated at the Truck Stop on Sawyers Arms Road to partake of refreshments
kindly supplied by the Advanced Engineering Group.
By David Laing,
Chairman of the Canterbury Branch IOQ
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Thank you to all IoQ members who have paid
their annual subscription. There are still a
number of outstanding subscriptions so
please, if you have forgotten or need a copy of
the account, contact the National Secretary
[email chrisr@inet.net.nz or Mob. 027 697
8559].

A very merry Christmas to you
and your families. Have a safe
festive season and best wishes
for a successful New Year.

The newsletter is mailed to members who do not
have an email address and a number were returned
[see below]. If you know the whereabouts of any of
these members could you please contact the
National Secretary so that contact details can be
updated - your help is much appreciated.
B J Fuller – last address, Green Island, Dunedin
L Ashton – last address, Clarks Beach, Auckland
Andrew Kerstan – last address, Matamata
B D Craig – last address, Whangarei
A P Robson – last address, Matamata
J C Hinton – last address, Ladore Rd, Northland
A G Paton, last address, Morrinsville
M Silver, last address, Te Puke
G Avison, last address, Te Awamutu
C J Allen, last address, Hamilton
August Matene – last address, Papatoetoe, Auckland
Dean Sinton – last address, Panmure, Auckland
Campbell Merrylees – last address, Ngongotaha, Rotorua

KEY LINKS
IOQ: ......................... www.ioqnz.co.nz
AQA: .......................... www.aqa.org.nz
EXITO:..................... www.exito.org.nz
NZMIA................. www.minerals.co.nz
Fulton Hogan: .............. www.fh.co.nz
Road Metals: . www.roadmetals.co.nz
Australian Institute of Quarrying:
............................ www.quarry.com.au
UK Institute of Quarrying:
............................. www.quarrying.org

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS:
At the IoQ Executive Board meeting held in Auckland on 21st November the following new members were approved:
Derek Keesing ....................... Tirau
John MacAulay ........................ Auckland
Janie McCulloch....................... Christchurch
Karen Morris ............................ Christchurch
Selwyn Dodd ............................ Whangarei

Associate
Member
Associate
Associate
Member

Waikato / Bay of Plenty Branch
Auckland Branch
Canterbury Branch
Canterbury Branch
Northland Branch

Please note that an account for the year’s subscription fee and the cost of affiliation fees to the UK will be
sent in the New Year and once this has been paid, then the certificates will be sent to the calligrapher.

The In stitu te of Quarrying N ew Zealand Inc
acknowledge with gratitude the sponsorship and support from the following companies:

PLATINUM SPONSORS

GOLD SPONSORS
THE W E B S T E R

FAMILY

4 0T H JOIN T A QA / I OQ C ONF ER E N C E and meeting of the International Presidents of the IoQ
9 –1 1 J ul y 20 08 H yat t R eg e nc y, A u ckl and
For information contact:

Roger Parton at Partonius@xtra.co.nz or Andrew Dronjak at boom_boom@paradise.net.nz
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